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It  was  farther  south  that  the  Romans 
drew  the  line  between  civilisation  and  the 
savage  world.  Their  wall  in  Scotland, 
extending  from  the  Clyde  to  the  Forth, 
passed  through  the  neighbourhood  of 
Falkirk,  and  interesting  remains  of  an 
important  fort  have  been  excavated  at 
Castlecary. 

Falkirk  was  the  scene  of  two  historic 
battles.  In  1298  Wallace,  with  a  small 
force,  was  overpowered  by  the  English, 
and  here  in  1746  Prince  Charles,  known  in 
England  as  the  Young  Pretender,  defeated 


warned  by  a  soothsayer  of  his  approaching 
fate,  and  reasonably  brushed  the  man  aside. 
He  fell  at  Flodden,  fighting  on  after  the 
day  was  lost,  and  around  him  were  after¬ 
wards  found,  among  a  host  of  commoners, 
the  bodies  of  thirteen  earls  and  three  bishops. 
Part  of  the  Scots  army  devoted  its  energies 
to  looting,  but  “  the  flowers  of  the  forest 
were  a’  wede  awa’.” 

South  of  Linlithgow  is  Torphichen,  where 
the  Knights  of  St.  John  had  their  preceptory, 
to  which  a  massive  tower  and  church  still 
bear  witness.  A  little  beyond  is  Bathgate, 
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the  Government  forces  with  the  assistance 
of  a  Jacobite  countess,  who  was  entertaining 
the  Government  general  to  dinner  at  the 
time. 

The  discriminating  tourist  should  take 
care  to  visit  Linlithgow.  From  earliest  times 
it  has  been  a  residence  of  kings,  and  there 
m  1542,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  was  born. 
The  Palace,  a  fine  example  of  Scottish 
baronial  architecture,  is  bordered  by  a 
beautiful  loch.  Beside  the  Palace  stands 
the  church  of  St.  Michael,  where  James  IV., 
that  chivalrous  Prince,  who  carried  in  him 
to  his  dying  hour  the  heart  of  a  boy,  was 


situated  in  the  great  mineral  oilfields  of 
Scotland. 

The  ancient  port  of  Linlithgow  was  Black¬ 
ness,  whose  Castle  is  said  by  some  to  be  the 
oldest  in  Scotland.  Queensferry  is  so  named 
because  Queen  Margaret,  an  English  prin¬ 
cess  who  was  dispossessed  by  William  the 
Conqueror  and  married  the  Scots  king, 
Malcolm  Canmore,  used  the  ferry  to  cross 
to  her  palace  at  Dunfermline.  Parties  who 
obtain  a  permit  may  visit  the  Forth  Bridge, 
and  descend  at  the  islet  of  Inchgarvie, 
on  which  the  central  pier  of  the  Bridge 
rests.  • 
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